Romeo and Juliet Discussion Questions

1. What tone is set for the rest of the play in Act 1 Scene 1?

Does one family seem more or less aggressive than the other?

2. Analyze Romeo’s first words about Rosaline compared to Juliet’s. What differences do you see?

3. Analyze Mercutio as a foil to Hamlet and a comic character. What is the purpose of the Queen Mab speech?

4. How do we see Binaries start to play a part in the play? (light/dark, good/evil, love/hate, dreams/reality)

5. Romeo and Juliet are barely teenagers. Do they seem mature or immature?

6. Examine cosmic imagery presented. How might this play a role in the theme of fate vs. free will?

7. How does Friar Lawrence’s speech on herbs present a theme and foreshadow the end?

8. Examine the nurse’s character. How is she a foil to Juliet or Lady Capulet? Is she comic? Why after helping Juliet get married to Romeo does she then tell her to marry Paris?

9. During the Mercutio and Tybalt death scene, why does Romeo first not fight with Tybalt but then kills him in the end?

10. Examine Act 5 for the highlighting of big motifs throughout the text such as dreams, fate, and binaries.

