Essay #2: In-Class Essay on Wealth

From the course readings, in-class exercises, debates, and class discussion, we have addressed assumptions around money.  This assignment asks you to write a critical analysis of one aspect of wealth.

Outline due: _________

Essay due: __________

Please select ONE question to develop into an essay:

**** This essay must use one quote from our Wealth readings
1. Write an essay in which you respond to one of the readings from the Wealth unit
Example Outline:

Thesis: In the “Survey: Younger Generation Sees American Dream Fading,” Connie Cass states, “I whopping 90 percent [of young adults] expect to find careers that will bring them happiness, if not wealth.” I agree that the key to a successful life lies not in a job that only makes money but in a career that provides community, opportunity for growth, and self-fulfillment.

1. No amount of money can make people happy if they don’t like the people they work with.

2. The happiest people I know have careers that change and challenge them.

3. The most important way to be happy is to be passionate and excited about a career.

OR
2. Based on your own observations and/or experience, write an analytical essay about some specific aspect of wealth.

Example Outline
Thesis: In my experience, I’ve learned that money equals power in marriages, dating, and friendships.

1. My mom and dad clearly demonstrated that whoever made the most money was able to make the most decisions about how that money was used.

2. Whoever pays for the date has the power to define how the relationship will go.

3. In friendships, I’ve seen how loaning money has the power to ruin even the best of friends.

Your Analysis Should Include:
1. Introduction:
· Has an interesting/ creative attention getter with background information

·  Leads into the thesis (general to specific)

2. A Thesis Statement/Controlling Idea:
· Makes a position that can be developed

· Is narrow and focused 

· Is clearly stated

3. Developed Body Paragraphs:
· Has enough information in each paragraph

· Contains information that’s developed into smaller and smaller subtopics not just repeating the topic sentence.

· Exemplifies and illustrates with lots of detail

4. Organization
· Contains a topic sentence in each paragraph that directly supports the thesis.

· Has information in each body paragraph that directly supports the topic sentence.

· Strong connection between examples, ideas, and thesis

5.  Conclusion
· Finishes the essay with concluding strategy (point to the future, call for awareness, challenge the reader, ask “So what?” to the thesis, etc.)

· Does not start anything new or gives any more support.

PAPER GUIDELINES FOR IN-CLASS ESSAY

Time Allowed: 2 hours 

Materials Allowed:

· 8.5x11 white lined paper

· Pen or pencil

· Dictionary

· This paper guidelines handout

· Your outline (this should only have 5 sentences on it: your thesis, your 3 support, and your one quote)

Formatting:

Please double space (skip every other line) and single side. If you make a mistake, just neatly cross it out and start again. Please be as legible as possible. If I can’t understand your handwriting, I can’t give you credit for your great ideas. As usual, place the heading on the top left corner and center the title.

Length: Everyone’s handwriting varies in size so the general 2.5-3 page length is irrelevant. Try to write as much as would come out to 2.5 – 3 pages typed for you.

When finished:

Everyone will be finishing at different times. Please bring the essay to me, staple it, and exit quietly to avoid disturbing others.
